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The first edition of the Premio Berlendis takes shape through the group exhibition Stay Human! Utopias and
Dystopias in the Digital Era, realized with the support of Associazione Kosmos Contemporary Venice APS and
hosted at Spazio Berlendis in Venice from 21 February to 29 March 2026. The project originates from an open call
promoted by Marignana Arte, conceived to offer a concrete platform for young artists aged 18 to 40 invited to engage
with one of the most urgent questions of our time: what does it mean to remain human in an age of hyperconnection,
artificial intelligence, and the gradual dissolution of the boundary between online and offline life?

The call gathered a significant number of applications from diverse backgrounds and artistic paths. In the following
months, a jury composed of Emanuela Fadalti, Matilde Cadenti, Pier Paolo Scelsi, Francesca Giubilei, Collettivo
Opiemme, Saverio Simi de Burgis, and Fabrizio Panozzo undertook a careful evaluation process, navigating different
languages, poetics, and visions. It was a complex and in-depth journey marked by dialogue, reconsideration, and not
always easy decisions, guided by the intention to identify proposals capable of critically and personally interpreting
ongoing transformations.

Following the collective exhibition, the Premio Berlendis also includes the assignment of four exhibition prizes that
will extend the dialogue initiated by the project: two solo exhibitions by Matteo Mandelli and Alessandro D’ Aquila
at Marignana Project, a solo show by Rebecca Zen at Galleria 10 & zero uno, and a group exhibition featuring five
artists (Nicola Bindoni, Cecilia Maran, Camilla Gurgone, Andrea Mangione, Federica Zanlucchi) at SPARC*. These
exhibitions will take place between late 2026 and early 2027.

Today, seeing this path materialize in an exhibition represents a particularly significant moment: not only for the
milestone reached by the first edition of the Premio Berlendis, but above all for the thoughtful and qualified
contribution that the young artists have brought to the project. The twenty-five finalists — Nicola Bertolo, Nicola
Bindoni, Alessio Capici, Alessandro D’Aquila, Davide Dalla Valentina, Giulia Facchin, Jessica Ferro, Camilla
Gurgone, Moreno Elia Hebling, Lisha Liang, Rovers Malaj, Matteo Mandelli, Andrea Mangione, Cecilia Maran,
Silvia Margaria, Alisa Martynova, Sara Pacucci, Yunge Quing, Alessandra Risi Castoldi, Giuseppe Salis, Nadia
Tamanini, Claudia Vetrano, Zehui Xu, Federica Zanlucchi, and Rebecca Zen — present works that span a wide range
of languages and approaches, from painting to installation to conceptual research, outlining a multifaceted view of
emerging contemporary production.

The artworks address, from multiple perspectives, the central issues of the present: technology, environment, society,
cultural identity, and the ethics of the future. Artificial intelligence, virtual realities, and automation enter into
dialogue with the urgencies of the climate crisis, new inequalities, and the transformation of labor and human
relationships. What emerges is a complex landscape shaped by utopian visions and dystopian drifts, impulses toward
progress alongside questions about its hidden costs. Rather than providing definitive answers, the exhibition invites
viewers to dwell in uncertainty, to observe contradictions, and to acknowledge the tensions that traverse our present.

In this sense, the Premio Berlendis positions itself as a laboratory of thought as much as an exhibition opportunity.
Giving space to emerging voices means recognizing the value of young artists as sensitive interpreters of change:
they are often the first to perceive the fractures of our time, to experiment with new languages, and to imagine
alternative scenarios. Investing in them ultimately means investing in the collective capacity to read the future.

The exhibition invites the public to reflect on who we have become, how we should act in the face of rapid and
radical transformations, and what role art and culture can still play in shaping a shared future. In an era that seems to
oscillate constantly between technological enthusiasm and fear of catastrophe, this project proposes itself as a space
for dialogue, reminding us that every form of progress also carries challenges that are difficult to foresee, and that the
meaning of humanity is not a given condition but a daily choice to be continually renewed.



